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NOTH,- if the reader can, for the time being, forget the. 
color of the race to which the writer belongs, then he will 
place himself in the proper and true attitude to understand 
the following narrative. This rather cursory investigeti on 
of conditions among negroes was made in the cities of . 
Cincinnati, Cieveland, Youngstown, end Akron, Ohio, Detroit, 
Mich., Gary, Ind., Milwaukee, Wis,, and Chicago, Ill. 


Cincinnati, Ohio. 


The study began at the colored Y.M.C.A., Cincinnati, Ohio, here 
ferences were held with the Y.M.C.A. secretary, tho was at that time 

actively engaged’ in securing employment and places for the familiés. 

who had just come across the Ohio River from the South, .Cincinnati- 

@ splendia place for studying the situation, owing to the fact that 

of migrents stop there to get their bearing with the intention of 

on further into the great mysterious North; for indeed it is a 
mystery to a group of peorle, hundreds of thousands of whom have never 
before been out of their immediate rural southern communities. 


The first visit was made to the Harriet Beecher Stowe City School, 
This school cost possibly more than a nalf million dollars and is manned 
entirely by negro personnel, This is the only school in the city which no- 
wnite children attend, The colored officials of this school experience 
considerable opposition on the part of colored citizens of Cincinnati due 
to the fact that the citizens odject to this kind of segregation, notrithe 
standing the fact that positions are open to colored young men and women 


agoehsrs in the institution, In November, 1922, this school had 
proximately 1,500 students, In November, 1923, the register shoved 
Most of this increase consisted of the children of negro parents 
rom the South ~- a large number from Alabama, Georgia, and Mississippi, and 
& sprinkling from Tennessee, . 

During the time this investigation was being made, there was considerable 
excitement and ill feeling on the part of some of the colored citizens over 
the discrimination that was being made in one of the city schools, ‘In 
this school (here white and colored students attended) it is claimed that 
the colored girls vere not allovred to take their srimming lessons along vith 
the white girls. An arrangement was made “hereby the colored girls were 
assigned to take their swimming lessons at the Phyllis Wheatley Colored School. 
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An intervier was had with « migrant who had just come from Georgia, 
This individual had been threatened there by a group of white people who: 
Claimed that he had furnished the revenue officials with certain informa- 
tion relative to the location of a still. Friends of the negro advised 
that ss -_* until — oe over, wall le home early in the morning 

y hie nephew. They. 
uhakdon besa collided mith. an nidtidinobile driven by white people, Both cars 
were damaged, but fortunately no one was injured. Fearing tat he might be 
arrested, he fled, leaving the parties in the road arguing. After travel- 
ing a distance of 15 or 20 miles by foot, he toox the train for a large 
city in Georgia. Upon reaching there he wired 4 white friend at his home 
£6 meet him. The friend met him and furnished him information that his 
gon. and nephew had been arrested for the collision and were ovt on bond, 
Having $265 in the bank at home, he wired the tank for $190 in oréer that 
he might go on to the North, but for some reason unaccounted for he received 
only 3255 with no explanation as to why the othér funds were not forthcoming, 
The white friend advised him to leave the State, saying that he vould keep 
him posted as to developments, He arrived in Cine nati with very litile 
money and no vork. The Y.M.C. A. secre vary obtained a job for him ag common 
laborer for the city. ‘hile conversing tith me, this oe that it 
was his intention never to live in the South again; that he was making every 
effort possible to move his family avay as soon as he secured work, He 
further stated that a negro in the South is born down and the white people 
keep him dorm, "If you want to get along with the white man, when you meet 
him in the road, kinda tip your hat. If you kmow his name, say, ‘Howdy -do, 
Mr.----.' If you don't kmow his name, say, 'Howdy, Cap.! In either case 
be sure to speak to him whether you lmow him or not. Failure to do this 
is sure vo gein for the party the reputation of a biggity nigger." 


ine study of the honsing situation. in Cincinnati, a visit was made to 

several apartments occupied by recent migrants, The guide called atten- 
tion to an apartment house (very meth} of 10 rooms in which were living 
23 people, consisting of 2 families of 5 of 6 members each and the rest 
boarders, This house rented for $110 rer month, All the persons living 
in this house except three had come directly from Georgia within the last 
Six months. In conversation with me, the rife of one of these families 
said that they did not ovm a farm, but were simply renters beck in Georgia, 
The wife of the other family said that they did not omm a farm but possessed 
one lot in Columbus, Ga. one added that while they did not ovn property, 
wer alvays lived "goodiu meaning of course vos Poy: had plenty to eat and 

sufficient clothing to wear, Questioned as to why they left Georgia, one 
ona in this house said she left because "A colored’ person just ain't got 
mo chance in the South, We had to elmost guard our children every day 

fnen they went to school to keep from having trouble with the white children 
when they met each other going to and from the schoolhouse." "You see," 
she saic, “if a white man mistreats a. negro where I come from and the negro 
hits him, there ain't no chance for him, Discussion of the same question 
with another occupant of the house brought 4 this statement: "I left 
Georgia becatise I wanted better privileges." "Do you mean mixed schools, 
white churches, and association with white people in their homes generally?" 
‘I asked, No,” she said "I don't came nothing about that, but I just want 
to be ‘somevhere where I won't be scared all the time that something is going 
to break loose." 


An interview was had with a colored man in the Baltimore & Ohio 

Railroad Station at Cincinnati who was en route frem Stubenville, Ohio, 
to Anniston, Ale. It was found that he was origin pale @ farmer and had 
criftec to public works in Anniston. There he learned considerable about 

foundry work and had been able to transfer from that section to the North, 
where he- got work at a higher rate. He stated that he was going home 
for the winter, The reason was that the weather was getting ccld and he 
wanted to protect his health, He stated further that he had saved enough 
money to get along in the South comfortably until the spring, when he would 
go back to his work in the North, 


Inquiry was made as to what the city is doing toward meeting the 
emergency occasioned by the unprecedénted influx of negroes from the South 
across the Ohio River ant6 Cincinnati, the border city. 


It was Péuiid that the American Red Cross is doing esi ended work in 
helping some of the disabled colored soldiers. The Antituberculosis League 
is rendering valuable service in finding out the needs of these people and 
in turn carrying on intensive he&lth and educational cainpaigns intended to 
teach them how to live "close together." Much of this work ig done by 
“specially trained colored nurses, by making house-toshouse visits and 
through meetings at school centers, mothers! cluos, and churches, where 
_lantern=-slide lectures and motion—picture shows are given. These people are 
served by the Babies! Milk Fund Association. This association holds clinics 
in various sections where 6 gr ae “ished children up to three years of age 
receive milk at cost, or if their parents are destitute, receive the milk 
free, Medical attention and nursing care also are given in the homes of 
children under 6 years of age which apply to this association. Children up 
to le years of age are served at the general hospital clinic. The Better 
Housing cc tery is assisting the recent migrants to find houses and is trying 
to work out a system of cooperation between landlord and pr so that 
the biting” Will not be exploited by having to pay extortionate rents. 
4n effort is made to encourage the landlord to keep the building in proper 
repair anc in general to promote sanitary and healthful living conditions, 
This league conducts a kind of Soroving station" known as the Housekeeping 
Center, where these country housewives. are taught to live in city houses, 
for example, to use gas, electricity, runn ling water, and other labor-saving 
devices. Also an effort is made at this center to train the women who 
contemplate working in the homes of white people. Many peoble, when seeking 
servants, use this service to help get the kind of meterial they need, in 
many Cases requesting a written statement from the center that the women 
have been given initial instructions as housekeepers. 


fhe moving of a large number of people from one section 

accompanying evils. It is found, unfortunately, that 

ce broken in the transfer. In most cases the mea go first. 

f them leave with great intentions and high aspirations; but 
meet stn adversities many of their gcod intentions vane, so that by 
time their wives and children reach the North, separations are inevitebdle, 
causing many cases of dependent children. There is endeavor to meet this 
situation by relieving fellen parents of their children, in order to place 
the children in desirable boarding homes under careful supervision, The 
federation of churches is doing a wonderful work in coopereticn vith the 
Juvenile court to rescue delinquent colored boys. The juvenile court is 
possibly doing more to impress upon faint of the heads of these families who 
have gone North the importance anc. legal necessity of supporting their 
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families and to help them to scive the meny human problems, than any other 
organization. The Ohio Humane Society has appointed a colored worker to 
do. special work for the protection of Children who are destitute or are 
cared for improperly, and lays great emphasis on nonsuoport, This law is 
being enforced rigidly upon a comparatively large number of migrants who 
othervise might be inclined not to shoulder their marital responsibdilities. 
the Visiting Nurses'Associationis cooperating with many agencies. These 
colored nurses might be called variable "angels of mercy." They go on their 
official duties looking efter the health of the children and grown-ups and 
in addition carrying rays of sunshine to thousands of these negto migrants 
wao live in the allwys in stualor, who because of their unfamiliarity with 
City life, would otherwise be out of touch with civilization, 


The colored Y.i/.C.A. and the home for colored @irls find a fertile 
field in getting hold of young colored giris who have gone North job-hunting 
and who find it a Harculean task, especially in strange cities where they 
are not known, 


A wealthy white stock farmer in the Hockin Yalley, in Ohio, communicated 
with colored persons in the South, asking cooperation in picking out two or 
three good colored families to occuny as many of the five substantial tenant 
houses which he has on his tract of land amounting to 900 acres. ‘The writer 
was interested in finding out to what extent agriculture in the North is 
bidding for negro labor as rell as industry. A visit to this farm revealed 
the fact that this man reises cattle, hogs, sheep, and poultry for the market. 
He wants to get two good negro families, He will furnish house and garden; 
will give work to the children when they are not in sthool (he insists that 
&l1 children of school age must go to school according to law); and will pay 
the head of the family and any boys whom they may have $2 per day. Farmers 
in that section seem to be anxious to secure negro tenants. They say that 
unless relief comes soon they will be forced to give up many of their 
valuable holdings. It seems that much of the original labor has gone into 
industry, taking advantage of higher wages and city life. Going out of the 
Hocking Valley en route for Youngstorn, Ohio, I met two negro men, one about 
90 and the other around 22 years old, Conversation revealed the fact that 
they were from Greenville, Ala., going to a small industrial town in Ohio, 
She young man gaid he was going to see a married sister who had been in the 
North some two or three years. The old man (an uncle of the young man). said 
he was going to see his son who was also working in the same town. This 
was in November, and the weather was very cold, Both of these men were very 
poorly clad; in fact, their dress was entirely inadequate for that climate. 
Questioned as to whether or not they expected to return South, they said they 
would not if they could get vorik, . 


Youngstorn, Ohio. 


lleny people have been under the impression that only the uneducated and 
shiftless negro was migrating to the North, but one striking feature of this 
investigation was the large number of intelligent negroes found to have gone 
North (many of them personally lmomm by me), seeking for wnat most of them 
call "better opportunity." This was quite noticeable at Youngstovn, 


Cn Sunday I attended a colored church where 2 large part of the 
congregation was from the South. Here a chante was given to ascertain just 
what the church is doing to help the situation. After the morning services 
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were over, I embraced the opportunity ‘to attend a spirited footbail game 
between the Booker T's, colored, and the Youngstom Giants, white. Although 
competition was very keen there was absolutely no ousward sign of ill-or 
racial feelings between the players. The white players showed that they had 
had superior training and therefore beat the colored players {-O. 1 

mingled freely among white and colored spectators in the grand stands, 
snatching bits of conversation from individuals, commenting on the game and 
individual players. One white man remarked before the game started that he 
suspected the colored boys would outplay the white boys because he thought 
they had a better organization and had been playing together longer, There 
were scores of white and colored people yelling and ‘ragcinge" each other 

in the most friendly way about their vlayers. sa 


Returning from the park with large numbers. of people, men and women, 
packed on the street cars, an interesting study was furnished by watching 
the street-car conductors in their attitude toward white and colored peers 
people, An incident occurred that attrattdd some little attention: A white. 
man escorting a lady undertook to push by a colored man who was also escort- 
ing a lady and was prevented by the colored man. ‘They had words, Thb white 
man told the colored man to have some respect for the lady. The colored 
man in turn called his attention to the fact that he was with a lady also. 
They both expressed their feelings as strongly as they could afford to in 
the presence of ladies (somewhat on a 50-50 basis) and called it square. 
There was no effort on the part of spectators, white or colored,. to take 
a hand in the affair. Neither one of the two men made any apparent effort 
to appeal to racial prejudice from either side. ; 


I saw an old negro resident of Youngstown who was very. much 


disturbed over the prevalence of thé Ku-Klux Klan.” He claims that it has 
been made an issue in the city government and thst those favoring the Klan. 
have elected a mayor; he stated also that a strenous effort is being put . 
forth by the organization to turn industrial employers against negro labor. 
He further states that southern white pedple are coming to the North in very 
large numbers and are embittering northern white people against negroes, 
advocating a complete separation of the races in schools, churches, and 

on public carriers. I attended a meeting of leading negro citizens, where 
an abie address was delivered by a noted negro lawyer. He advocated the 
forming of an organization to combat the many evils being imposed upon 
negroes due to the presence of so iarge 4 number of southern white people 
and especially due to the activities of the Kian. He warned the people 
against violence, but appealed rather to their sense of intelligence, 
laying great empnasis on the strength of the ballot. As he stated, the 
occasion called for a matching of wits. 


I met a negro man at Youngstown, an oversea soldier, who left Mobile, 
Ala., in 1933, went to Ohio and enlisted, saw service, and after being 
discharged was located in Ohio until 1920. From there he went to West 
Virginia and began working as a miner (vefore going North he had worked in 
the Hustey, Ala., industrial plants). He showed me his bank book indicating 
that, aside from the property that he owns, he had in cebh, $4,800, He 
was visiting Youngstown from West Virginia to look over some lots for which 
he was negotiating. These lots (suburban) were selling for $500 apiece. 
Agked what he intended to do with property in Youngstown when his work was 
in West Virginia, be replied, "I plan to build’a house in Youngstow and 
rent it out until wages get too low in West Virginia. Then I will move to 
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Youngstown and get work here," This laborer says that for 20 months he made 
$300 per month. Now that the mines in which he works are running part time, 


he claims that he is making $167 per month. Asked if he ever expected to 
live in the South, he replied with a broad grin, "Not if I can help it." 


A talk with a colored citizen brought out the following statement on 
the public~school situation, "I, myself, am opposed to jim-crow schools, 
We may be forced into such a rule at any time, but f would like to ask a 
question. How many of our boys and girls are competent enough to step in 
and teach the younger generation and give them the same training and 
efficiency that the white teachers anda inesructors can give? My answer, 
to my regret is, not many. I dare say we vould not be able to supply one 
school in one district with this kind of a teacher, and we must not forget 
that Youngstown is no small commmity. I do not mean that we must have 
colorea. teachers in each district. Personally I would be proud to isnov 
that my boy or girl was capable 6f teaching in a school, provided the same 
white man who advocates separate schools would make provision on his 50-50 
basis so that our colored teachers and instructors would be permitted to 
become members of the vihite conventions and teacher-training associations 
jin order that they might be able to compete with other teachers having the 
same opportunity." 


A guide from the Booker T, Washington Center took me to visit @ 
family that had emigrated from the country to Birmingham and from there had 
gone to Youngstown. There were nine in the family, man and wife, one 
daughter, and six boys, ali living in a small, four-~room Ouse. The 
particular morning of our visit was very chilly, and the family had a big 
fire in the heater and all windows down, ‘This, of course, made the air so 
stuffy as to almost stifle one Who was gensitive anyway after coming in from 
the outside. I shall not dvell on the conditions of these homes, except 
inéidentally. Finding them as crowded as they were, one vould naturally 
expect to see bedroom, dining room, sitting room, and kitchen 2i1 combined, 
as was the case in so many homes of the common people which I visited, From 
all visible indications, furniture dealers are doing a rushing business in 
the sale of beds that can be folded away in the daytime. For this four-room 
house thesespeople were paying $22 per month, Three of the sons and the 
father were working ona night shift at one of the stecl plants, each making 
$4 to $4.60 per day. 


Questioned as to why they left the South, the head of the family told 
ma’ that-s white man came to his home one day while he was living on the farm, 
ana asked him if he had any clocks or watches that he wanted repaired, He 
told the white man that he had an old cloak that he might look over, and he 
took him into the house to look it over, Meanwhile, the white man engaged 
the colored men in conversation, which grew so interesting that the visitor 
lost. sight of the repair of the clock and insisted on the farmer going North 
to tork in an industrial plant. To quote the negro farmer: tAfter the white 
man left, me and the old lady got to thinking about whet this men saic. 

At thet time I was afraid something might happen to me as I had some enemies, 
go ve decided to let her stay at home, and thet I vould so and look the place 
over. 1 had-some boys working in Birmingham, so I went there first. Every- 
thing looked pretty good and I decided to bring the old lady to Birmingnam, 
which I did, We got along pretty geod there, but I heard about work up here, 
sO me and my sons came up here, and after ve got all settled, sent back for 
my wife and deughter." I asked his wife if she would rather live in the 
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South than in the North, She said, NCost, you has a herd.time gittin!’ 
settled sayuhers but if rive got to have a.hard time I'd rather. have it 
' up here, Cost,-I came here because my husband did, and since I've, beén 
here and “spre about things, I certainly would rather live here w where 
I. have ‘some privileges." What do you mean by privileges;y I asked, 
BDO. you: vent te é° with whi te pouplets "No, I just want to feel safe." 


tr talked with, two of this man's sons, They were young men around the 
ages of 21 and 2h should say, strong, stalwart fellots,: who had never had 
an opportunity . to compléte their education, although it appeared that they 
‘were quite jnteiligent. Conversation ‘revealed the fact that ‘they had- 
received their initiation, into city. life at Birmingham, Ala. I a meet ¥ 
they liked Youngstown, and they” gaid,: "The North is a good place to wire 
but therets no pleasure us here," "What do you’ mean by ‘pleasure?® I asked, 
"Nowhere to go. : You go to the ‘moving-picture shows, but you soon get tired 
of that, It's not liké down in Birmingham, because there's always something 
going on. there that you can go to at night. This place. is just @ @ood place 
to make. mOney » Cos’, there's this: much you can say ~ there is no difference 
in pay between white and colored doing the same work." I asked thege young 
men if they expected to go back South or remain Nerth with their parents, 
They said they did not know, but they doubted if they would gét back. ° 
South oe i they thought that leary: 5 would Like to gee a Little more of 
the'world 


While walking through a section of Youngstown, I saw a negro-laborer 

‘standing in the front some of a fairly good-looking home, According to 
southern custom (we generally speax wnether we know each other or not), 
I passed the time of day with him, and then our conversation ran something 
like this: "Do you live here?" "Yes", he replied, "How long have you © 
beon: here?" "I ain't been here but about a month, I lived further down 
in the ‘Bottoms!, but I saved up a little money, and: moved. up here where. 
i Can have a nen more room and it's more healthy." ‘Where did you come 

From?h - "Georgia." "How long have you been up here?# -"WOne year and a 
nale.® Mihy did you come?" 4 


"Well, Mister," he said, "I'm gewine ter tell you the truth, I believe 
in giving the devil his dues. For 15 years I lived with as good a white 
= as I went to meet, North or South, and we gct along all rignt. I 

know a Lot of negroes came up here because they had trouble with white 
folie: but I never had a . day's trouble with white foiks in my life. For 
two years I tried to make cotton, and the boll weevil cume end got it all, 
and I found myself getting fulther and-fulther in debt. So I had a talk 
with my landlord. I turned a pair of mules over to him, my wagon, plows, 
and other tools, and told him I was going North to work, and if what I 
turned over to him settled my bill, he might have it. He said that he did 
not blame me at all, I had some hogs we were raising en halves. At the 
end of the year he killed the hoes, took his half of the meat, and sent 
me omy. ghare to Youngsiom by $s6ant. I had just sent. for my wife and 
the landlord sent me word by her that if. I ever wanted to come back, my 
place was.open, I'm getting along well up here, because I tend to my 
business and let other folks alone. Cos!, the North is different from the 
south, and the people treat you better up here than they do se home, " 


Next I.was taken to one of the public schools, where a large number of 
children of negro parénts were in attendance, vith an almost equal number 
of children of foreign parentage, and the rest American whites. I was 
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anxious to find out from the principel to what extent these newcomers 

from the South were able to find themselvés arid to become a part of the 
system, As soon as I was given an introduction to the principal, a white 
lady, and the motient she found out I was from the South, she said, "Why 

on earth are these colored children so low in their grades?. What kind of 

a system do you have that allovg. them’ to grow up without training?" She 
saic that they came in this year in such large numbers that "the only thing 
we can do is to organize separate classes. We call them opportmity 
classes." I visited one opportunity room where there were 40 students, 
practically all of whom were foreign whites and sovthern negroes. Nine 

of the colored children were from Georgia and three were from Alabama, 

and this vas their first year in school. .It was rather pathetic to see these 
big, strapping boys and girls, some akneint half grown in size, unable to 
make grades with 6 or 7-year-old white children, - 


I was interested in the so-called race question ; in reference to these 
children, Summing it up, they seem to get along better than we grown-ups 
do at least there seems less self-consciousness among individuals. The 
young | lady teacher (all of the teachers are white) in charge of one 
Opportunity class had the students sing some sorigs for us, namely, "Carry 
Me Back fo Old Virginny" and "Swing Low, Sweet Chariot," which one of 
the boys led. The colored lady who tcok me around was born in the North, 
and she strongly resented the negro children being called upon to sing 
songs that referred in any way to slavery. She felt that they should be 
2 ya oi to sing only patriotic songs and be encouraged to forget 
maphokd, n melodies. 


In a little talk I made at a church, reference was made to some of . 
the sayings that our people usé in the South. I referred to the fact that 
I was traveling in the North, not for my health, nor on a pleasure trip.» 
i said, "I am here; as you northerners would say, 'from down behind the 
sun’ and as we southerners would say 'for no form nor fashions!" One of 
my friends, born in the South. and educated partly in the South and partly = 
in the North, whoheard my talk, exhibited a sensitiveness that was more 
or less pathetic, shoving that there is a desperate effort on the part 
of most negroes who go North to conceal anything that tends to reveal the 
fact that Shey. are originally from the South. 


I was guided to another public school in Youngstown ; and introduced 
to the lady principal. Out of 200 negro children in her school, 6 had 
come from the South during the year 1923. In conversation, this principal 
said that although those who came were of a lower Srade, they. showed a 
greater eagerness to learn than did the students of both races who vere 
born in the North, I inquired of the vrincipal to what extent did she 
receive the cooperation of the parents of these negro children. She said 
thet in proportion as me proved to them that she was their friend, even 
though she was white, they were perfectly lovely. "Of course," she said, 
"we meet With negro par ents who are unreasonable just as there are white 
parents who are unreasonable. Some of the parents have criticized the 
schools, saying that their children do not learn as fast as they did 
‘down home,'" I asked my guide, a colored citizen of Youngstown, why 
there were no colored teachers in the schools of that city, and she said 
that the negroes were afraid to advocate it on account of the fear of a 
separate school system, "In fact," she said, "Our people seem hardly to 
know what to do. In connection vith our velfare work, we call mothers! 
meetings. The negro, white, and foreign mothers are invited. A few of our 
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colored women come, but they do not seem to féel free, If we call a separate 
mseting of the colored women, they are advised by other colored people not to 
come for fear of jim-crowism." 


I next visited the Youngstown Sheet and Tube Fiant, a eubab diary of the 
United States Steel Corporation, where I was introduced to:a whi mean, who 
makes the contracts between. the company and its employees, Of eee I was 
mainly interested in the negro employees, I asked this man if many of the 
Negroes who came North actually left their homes because of intimidation from 
the Ku-Klux Klan, He said, "I am not a Klansman myself, but I believe the 
Organization has some good qualities in it. At least they. stand for some 
things that are 0. K, You see where I stand, Yes, these negroes are very 
confidential with me, They tell me their . inhermost secrets. Thousands of 
them left the South because they did not feel secure," | 


May I quote a fev statements from an interview I had with another 
official of this company ag follows: 


"The plants in the Youngstow district are employing approximately 

U5 , 000 men, 12 per cent of whom are colored, This percentage increased greatly 
during the last three years, The colored man has entered many new fields in 
our section of the country, and so. far as I can learn he is making good, and 
compares favorably with the other types of men who go through our employment 
offices, The introduction of the Negro and the treatment received by him from 
the employment and medical departments have much to do with his attitude toward 
the work assigned and the impression geined by the newcomer as to the policy 

of the company employing him, 


"There are two types of man: The man vho applies at the gate, and the 
man who is brought in by transportation, The latter is generally the emergency 
man, and the one that must be secured at once so that operation wiil not be 
hinderec. Some companies have sent their representatives to the South, to the 
employment agencies to secure men, but I am frank to admit that this system 
dees not always get the real worker we need, as free transportation and other 
things offered by some, have appealed to a4 class which is shiftless, and 
takes this means of a trip North, 


"The policy of our company, which is now employing about 3,000 negroes 
in the Youngstown district, has been to advance the man's transportation and. 
lend him money to move his family after he is on the job and satisfied, de- 
ducting a reasonable amount of each pay until the loan has been paid, believ— 
ing that you will ge t7 better type of man when he is willing to pay his om 
Ways rated turnover shov's that our judgment in this matter has been correct, 
for it has been greatly decreased and a much better type of man is being se~ 
cured than formerly came from nearby sources of supply. | 


"The steel industry is offering to the colored man opportunities the 
same as any other man, according to his ability to’do the wort, and many of 
them are being employed in the various departments of the mill such as merchant, 
rod, wire and nail, cork plant, open hearth, foundries, converting, blooming, 
ak puddle, skelp, tube mills, masonry, carpentry, or as engineers, firemen, 
ete, In our district there are plants employing as many as 3,000 negroes, and 
it will no doubt surprise you to know that not quite 10 per cent, or 300 of 
them are working on the common-labor basis of $4 or $4.80 per day. The rest 


1525 


$16.50 among our semisicillea. and siilled workmen, maid $7, $8, $10, and up to 
$l 05 é& dye ps 


tas ter as -f. know,. there are very few places where the negro workman. 
does not have an equal chance with the white workman, If he does not, I 
vould suggest patience be advised: on our part, for we must ‘realize that the 
‘Neg: ro as a citizen and workman is a new factor in some places, and must have 
time to adjust himself, as well as for his employer and fellow wo rican to 
unders tand and appreciate his disposition and. ee : 


tafter all is: — the negro who emigrates from the South is just 
the same as = other person who migrates. He does so because he is dice 
satisfied with his condition and seeks other locations because he either 
vents to better his candition and that of his femily, or to have more 
liberty to enjoy the things that he believes he is entitled to, so it is 
going to take some little time for his real worth to be appreciated,. I 
feel that with but fev exceptions the foremen and swoerintendents of the 
various departments are quite desirous of seeing that he gets a square deal, 
and the management is doing all possible to see thet the right men are put 
with him, so that he may not be harpered in his efforts to succeed: in his 
new field of work," 


The Leaded giz colored undertaker of Youngstom, who handles a large 
percentage of the negro business of the city amd especially for the big 
aoe plants, ras kind enough to place at my disposal his records of 

ro deaths for the past year. These records showed thet the death rate 
re fatuasboahi the same among negroes who have gone North in the past 2 
or 3 years as that of those who have been living there 10 or 15 years. 
This undertaker explained that the tendency oe the colored man who comes 
North to work is to go to the other extreme and put on too many clothes. 
I saw death records of a Lees number of corpses that were shipped into 
Alabama, Seer ete, Virginia, and other Southern States. These certificates 
shoved that most of the people who died came North in a very run-down 
condition, poorly nourished, and predisposed to pulmonary troubles and the 
So-called social diseases. This undertaker was also kind enough to escort. 
me into the section of the city where the largest number of people whom he 
handles die, 


We went into miserable pool rooms and into some of the negro 
homes, for instance, into the homes of two families from Birmingham, Ala. 
Here again we found them closed up in their houses, with a big fire going 
and practically no ventilation, From that section we went into the 
quarters of two of the big steel plants, One of the plants has a beauti- 
fully constructed group of apartment houses, well 13 Atea With not and 
coid water, well heated, and very attractive; but unfortunately, these 
colored people from the South have never lived in surroundings of this kind, 
and therefore, the buildings, lawns, and other my aber were poorly 
kept, despite the fact that*the companys welfare vOTEere'? ceen a close 
watch over the situation. 


We went into what wes called a negro hotel, It was as dirty as 
“sin" in every respect. It would be as difticult for one to live under 
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these conditions without taking on the hue of his cnvironment as it would 
be to go dovm @ chimney dressed in white and come out without being nieces. 


In practically all of the ‘homes ‘wielded, we found more or tone 
costly Yictrolas, and very few pianos, of course. I quite agree with M 
Ulysses 5. Poston, in his article "The Negro Awakening" in Current History 
Magazine for December, 1922, then he says: 


"Oppression and segregation, vith their attendant horrors, are 
fastening on the Negro another form of music knorm as 'jmzz.' In order to 
forget the stressful conditions under vhich he is living, he fails an easy ~ 
prey to the cheap amusement to be found in cabarets, cheap burlesque shows © 
and other forms of underworld life. Out of this environment the Negro, 
collaborating with whites with the same tastes, is developing a vulgar, 
Suggestive music, which is rapidly replacing the genuine musical art which - 
makes for cultural advancement. In the average American home, especially 
that of the Negro, you will find on the Victrolas, player pianos, and 
music cabinets such suggestive numbers as 'He Mey Be Your Man, But He 
Comes-To See Me Sometimes! or 'You've Got To See Mamma Every. Night.!" 


i might add to Mr. Poston's list of jazz songs, "Aggravatin! Papa?" 
"It's Right Here For Yous and a whole category of weird, degrading NSlues.¥ 


I also had a talk with a colored probation officer, who- told me 
that the colored southern girls who are coming pore in large numbers are 
very hard to control. ‘the officer, a woman, said, "They seem to have a 
fascination for the northern girls! bad habits, and once they get started, 
they go the limit." 


i was very much impressed vith what the colored undertaker said, 
Having been born in the South himself, he synoke with unusual insight into 
the whole situation. He remarxed: 


"T have purposely taken you and have showed you today the worst 

ditions among our people, as I felt that you would get the proper cone 
ceptio n of what the average southern negro has to undergo when. he comes — 
North looking for vork, If it were not for the fact that most of us who 
came to the North had to start under practically the same conditions, and 
work our way above them, I would be discouraged. I have seen families 
come here and live in these hell~holes for a few years, until they could 
make a little money. They would gradually move out into more healthful 
sections, and finally buy homes in respectable neighborhoods, so that it 
can be safely said that a large number of the people whom you have visited 
todey do not live in these sections by choice, but are driven to it be- 
cause of high rent and other equaily extorti fonate prices, The one hopefur 
thing about the common, laboring negro is, that no matter how miserable 
home life is, he will go to church. Take away the Negro's religious 
tendencies and he is doomed." 


.In conversation with me, a colored public stenographer, Whose 


patronage is practicaily ali white, se to that strong pressure was being 
brought to bear on the present eadminist ration to have the immigration 
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laws amended so that the usval supply of Zvropean labor might be available, 

thereby checking the large movement of negroes from the South to the North, 

and cutting off thousands of those who are now employed in the big indus: 
rial plants. 


Akr ron, 0 Ohio. 


At Akron, Ohic, I called upon an official of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad and was not received very cordially. I told him that I 
understood that his Ne hehe oe @ large number of the migrants who 
came North. His reply vas: | | 


"I do not know where. the 'darkies' come from. We get them from 
St. Louis, Cleveland, Chicago,. Saeco ty Where they come from to these 
places I do not ‘mow, 33 


Asked what he thought of negro labor in the North, he stated that 
it. was a failure. He said that they would not work long at a time and that: 


“Our company is now replacing them with Mexicans, and the Mexicans 
are now giving absolute satisfaction." He said further, "Wie worked the 
negroes in our camps, but they were too rough, gambling, shooting, cutting 
Gach other. So we decided to change," 


I visited the leading colored undertaker, where I confess the ine 
formation and illustrations received were a bit too impressive and concrete. 
He took me into the morgue and showed me two bodies, a negro woman and girl 
from Alabame, which he had ready to ship South. He took me from there to 
the parsonage, where I was introduced to a negro preacher from Selma, Ala., 
who had charge of the ak pa Needless to say, I felt quite at. home, or 
as mach at home as one could feel among the dead. This varticular under- 
taker was aot born in the South, so he looked upon the negro migration 
from.a somewhat different angle than did the undertaker. in Youngstown, 
and quite naturally, because he belonged to that group of negroes that 
mignt be classed as the extreme "near-white," In fact, one vould never 
think of him from appearance as belonging to the colored race, and doubly 
so, oWing to the fact that he lived in an exclusive white neighborhood. 

My attention was called to the fact that the ku-Klux Klan had paraded 
certain parts of the city a few days before my arrival. In front of this 
undertaker's house, on the paved sidewalk was painted, in letters possibly 
two or three feet tall, three K's, Discussing this matter with me, the 
undertaker said that he made a joke of it,.and told some of his friends 
that the sign was evidently left there so that if any trouble came he 
would be vassed over. {Somevhat like the blood cn the doorpusts in Bible 
times) Tnis particular undertaker believed that the negroes were dying 
too repidly as compared with the whites, but not being willing to have me 
make a statement on what he thought, he was kind enough to take me to the 
city health office, where the division of vital statistics gave me access 
to their records, 


The estimated population of negroes in Akron according to the last 
school census was 5,000 with a death rate of approximately 16 per thousand. 
I have compared the negro pooulation of Montgomery, Alas, 20,000, “hich 
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shows a death rate of approximately 26. ag per. Shogaent. 


Ail along I met many exceedingly faireminded southern wnite people, 
which was indeed gratifying. In almost every case, these. individuals met 
the situation, and frankly discussed the race question’ as it. exists North - 
and South. One man, a native of Virginia, holding a responsible vosition 
in the city government of Akron, said emong other things that he feit the 
negroes should not be unduly alarmed over the activities of the Klan organi- 
zation, and that he believed the n Weito, exe due “WOULA Sedve in the end-a . 
blessing. He said that it would wake up the South as nothing else could doy 
that the scarcity of Tabor would cause the South to institute better methods 
of farming, thereby causing that section to take its stand along with others, 


I was anxious to find out to what extent, if any, the negro exodus © 
accelerated crime in those sections where negroes have gone in large — 
numbers. So it was my privilege to have an interview with an official of 
the detective force of Akron. I asked him if he thought the recent comers 
from the South were dying faster than those who had been there over a long 
period of years. He said that negroes did not die any faster than anybody 
else under similar conditions. He believed housing conditions were better 
in his city than where rost npEroes come from. They seem to live wherever 
they. are able. He said: ? 


"T' come in very close contact 7 southern negro people. A 
colored woman from Georgia has s worked in my house for the past four yearse 
Her kusband works in one of the plants. ‘This one family hus been the cause 
of a large mumber of their kin coming North to secure work, There is one 
place known as the 'Bottoms’ where the negroes live PS a wore or less 
crowded and unsanitary condition. Other than that, they live all over 
Akrone 


"Negroes do not make very much moonshine here. Most of it is made 
We have had five policemen killed between the years i917 | 
each one was killed by a ER ceeLons Very few of the colored 
the courts, as compared to the numbers that are here, 
usion is that que pesole come North for better treatment, petter 
bre 2. food, clothing, rents, doctor®’s bills 
é then they make tour or five times as much 
money here a they do "Witn there: My impression is that the Negro will 
not go back south in large numbers as n get anything to do up 
here, As the ahnbar increases here in our nev are hess ning to have 
their ovn places of amusement in the ag of 
these places do not give us very much 
the kind of ‘bad iiguar in him that is pated sold now, he fedanes CrAZY y 
whether he is black or white. There are a few roughs who make trouble, but 
I want to tell you, that I have never in my life seen people go to church 
so much and in such large numbers as the negroes ttho come here from the 
South, , 


I visited one of the public schools where I had a conference With 
the lady principal. f= found that the Arron city school system is the same 
as that of Youngstown, No colored teachers are employed. This lady prin- 
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Cipal remarked that the school system in the ‘South must be in very bad shape 
Judging trom the grades made by negro children that ENE coming into the city 
schools in very large numbers. She sent for a colored girl from Georgia 
for me to see. The girl was 17 years old and in the i B grade. Though 

I did not attempt to offer an excuse for a condition of this kind, I stated 
that in all fairness to the South, so far.as negroes are concerned, the 
systems are not so poor as the terms are short, and that in the past negro 
Tural education and cotton culture had conf fated 3 very materially. iihen I 
asked this principal hor the negro children adjusted themselves to their 
new, 1 surroundings, she said: 


“The remarkable thing about many of these children is that they 
seein to have a mistaken idea avout freedom. Why, these colo re d children 
seem to think they own the whole place at times, Ther fight, and even cut 
among themselves. Of course, they soon learr to get.along with white and 
foreign children," ae : Kase 7 


I was told that southern white parents had come in complaining about 
having to send. their children to school with "niggers," The principal re= 
marked, "ile tell them that in the North. we heven!t any ‘niggers!.in our 
school. ‘They are all the same to us," ‘She saic, "I think the home iife, 
1.¢,, the poor conditions under which these colored people have lived and 
in many cases, are living now, has much to do with the actions and ill 
conduct of their children. Already since the large influx of negroes we 
have'a section in the city referre? to as Nigger Hill," 


I asked a colored resident what she eee about separate schools, 

She said, "I will have to talk two ways, rst, if we have separate. schools 
here our children who graduate will have alee pct ke and develop leadership, 
which is a Cecided advantage. Second, to separate our nildren would mean 
that the wha te children would naturally come to the conclusion that they 
were superior to negro children. and in turn the colored children wonld feel 
that they were inferior, School facilities and equipment would not be as 
good and it vould be impossible to secure as good teachers all-round as is 
now the case, So you see, we are 'hetween the devil and the deep blue sea, 
figuratively speaking, Of course > bee: ‘2 bee tito classes oF colored peopl 
coming North, You see, the old negro settlers have sat on the 'stool of 
do~nothing? all these many years until the educated hustling southern 
negro has come, He is filling vosi’ and joos that negroes have. never 
been known te hold befor gesting the best pay. Most of the welfare 

work in northem cities is Doane lone by southern pgroes ecause the white 
have any negro busine eae 
came in and started it," 


peeple say that they make better cuntects between aCe We did not 
oe 
Y 


to amount to anything bi Aa) uthern negroes 


Another city school principal told me of an incident that happened 
when she organized a 22 in | 


tub composed of colored students in her school. 
"They were doing niceiy," she saia, "I thought it would be a drawing card 
to invite them down to an important function at one of. the leading hotels 
to sing to the guests. Everything was ready, but the glee club did not 
show up. I found out aftervards that they had been influenced by some one 
of their race not to serve on the grotnd that these foik songs were relics 


15¢5 


of slavery and even though white people en soyed hem. they were detestable 
to the colored psople, I had no idea tha at the colored people were so 
strongly opposed to this music," 


While talking with me, a colored welfare worker said, "Prejudice is 
certainly growing rapidly here due to the increase of southern “tite 
people. For the past year or tuo, pastors of the different thite churches 
have ‘invited me in to speak to their congregations on the negro question, 
This was frequent until the last two or three months. I made an address 
in a church and the vhite ere ane. told. a-white friend of mine that since 
my appearance in his church, 10 of his members had withdrawn their member= 
ship.” Asked if he vould advocate senarate schools, he said, "I am not ) 
sure what should be Gone toward separate schools. In either case, there is 
again andaloss." This worker pointed out some instances where the 
question of separation of the races seems to be emphasized, In line with 
what one of the colored women said abont the hustling southern Nezro, I 
attended a locel negro business league that vas organized this year, whose 
presicent is a negro doctor originally from Georgia. The odject of this 
league, among other things, is to encourage the establishment of negro 
businesses and the patronage of them by negroes. I was privileged to speak 
to & group of colored men (of the night shift) in the employment of the 
Goodrich Rubber Go, The manager was very anxious that the men should be 
givea advice on pvnctuality and reliability by a member of their omm race. 

He said that these negro men were giving satisfaction, 


Cleveland, Ohio. 


sident of Cleveland that a church in the city 
was purchased ently by the Bantist denomination from the white people - 
the transaction being handled by a very energetic negro preacher formerly 
from Georgia. It was stated that this preacher brought the biggest portion 


of his congregation fror orgie pm in i availed myself of the opportunity 


to visit en cht sh on Sunda By Le hee church was overfloving, and 
most of the attendants were of the work I was anxious to find out 
to what emties’s the negro chuxch is meatins Ene ted Bdedton Situation. I, 
reas paid close attenticn to the sermon, which "ras a very practical 
ne, The preacher blenced inte his sermon, timely advice to tn newcomers 

on how to conduct: themselves in private and ; pvbi3 discussed the 
question of healt aying particular emohasis Partidtie from bad habits 
such as gambling, drinking, and c: singe in general He hit card-playing 


and dancin 


met some of the more or less radical colored people in Cleveland, 
ae for awhile, douotea my sincerity, This feeling was in- 
iz the fact that vractica ok ail of the color red welfare 

respondence in their possession from southern white organi» 
zations sites them to assist in. rounding up a few hundred negro famities 
and encourage them to return South to engage in cotton culture, I quote here 
apart of a letter handed me by « very indignant social vorker when I called 
on her for certain information with reference tc the colored people who have 
recently gone North: 
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"fe are informed that there are a great many southern=raised negroes 
in middle western cities that are not finding work readily, and would be 
glad of an opportunity to come back South and raise cotton. Please advise 
us whether you could put us in touch with, say, one or two hundred families, 
that we could arrange to bring back to this country, if necessary, we can 
send a man up there to arrange the details, but we would like to know first 


whether it would be possible to secure the number we will ne 2ed. from any one 
vy & ” 


t harnened oa the scene about the time these requests were being re— 
ceived from southern. orgenizations and naturally these workers were sus- 
‘picious of me, thinking that I represented the "Back to the South" movement. 
i think, however, that I succeeded in convincing people in Cleveland before 
leaving that I was merely looking for facts concerning negro migration, re- 
garchess of whether the conditions were favox rable or not. 


Another welfare worker, in talking vith me, stated that the northern 
negro has not fully accepted the responsibility of initiating his southern 
brother, or the new migrant. He said that the northerners are somewhat — 
ashamed of being identified with the southerners, There was cons iderable 
resentment expressed by the upper-class colored people over the, refusal of 
one of the leading stores in Cleveland to try & hat on a prominent sila poe 


citizen. This matter was brought up in a publi c meeting and discussed ve 
spiritedly. 


The educational situation in Cleveland seems te be not so much of a 


"storm center" as it is in some of the other Ohio towns, especially in the 
effort to handle the increase of oni PACER It will be unéerstood that 
negro and white teachers eae in: the. : therefore teaching both colored 


and white children as the 
member of the clas Was whit 
the stucents seemed 
teachers in the pabiic 
negroes from the Sout? 
having to associate 

Low grades made by th 
having a hard time becan 
years old with things ss int 
it necessary for children of 4i 
seems to be a. great deal more 
there is about the color line, 
Cleveland schoois' has been in voz 


I saw an instance vhere every 
was colored. Both teacher and 
race, One of the colored 
ince the recent influx of 

Are s omaiace about thoir children 
than th 3 because of the 
7 the teechners are 
st a child 15 
wen wie make 
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On a visit to one of the a manufacturing concerns in Cevalens. Li 
found that this particular company has followed the practice for a number of 
years of sending a recruiting agent into the South among negro schools that 
have trades departments and picking out gooc¢ material, and using these young 
men during the summer vacation, In this vay, they have built up a very strong 
force of colored workers, In doing this they have developed negro leadership. 
They have employed a colored man tho makes ee contact between colored em 
pleyees and white foremen, Also he represents these colored people to the 
company, Judging from the expressions of the ‘white officials, this system 
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proves very Satisfactory, The compsony referred to vorks about 700 colored 
people, men anc women, doings obitish, cserackillec, ¢@nd skilled labor. I 

Saw sturdy colored women, dressed in bloomers, operating large electric bolt 
machines and various other contrivances. White men ané negro. men worked 
Side by side in the foundries, draving the same pay for the same kind of 
work, White women work with colored women under the same system, I saw in 
this Cleveland plant,where more than 700 people were erplo oyed, fa viveo Clie 
ployed as draftsmen, smiths, rolling-mill men, ieee titte f elevator 
operators, chemists, re ty aeed. garégze men, andr 


I was interested in neg “whence some of these colored workers 
came, I met some who were &, Alabama,’ Mississippi, Florida, 
Louisiana, and Tennessee, 16. colored contact man just 
or worker the raw negro fairest: just. Troi the cotton fields, 
dustry. He said that this type of man made the very best worker 
laborer, they have, "In the first place," he said, 

‘thing is new. The city, the street cars, a4 1] uk of the big | 
plant in which he works, and he is afraid that he will me a mistake, there= 
fore, he is anxious ebout his nev place, | 2 t; sllow who gets 
up at 4 o'clock in the rornine : 

his job. The city chan is the fellow vh 

always tries to get by - knows everythin 

why he didn't do this or that." I asixed th 

labor units in the big eensedee. that is, 

seers. He said that he did not, 


“In the fir lace," he said, "Nez : w so little about industry 
and manufacturing 26 to put them off hemse. would be suicidal, in 
that they vould be ont off almost ert m their source of training, 

: ne tho has c 16 North in large mbers anc is now employed in big in- 
plar ng jobs that negrcés were never mov to occupy, is 

a nha ‘fundazental i wee ation. ana if something should happen so that 

industries y would 7 ston employing — end he vould have 

141 make Many 
iindibed at the apt: of th 
to industrial conditicns,® — 


tion is ea a especially for the 
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accommodatio g b wayward ei: ee needing e home 
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while dae Or Thi. rencey is meeting the mize i situation in a most 
concrete and Civ i berviey a group of young 
‘ : and maize 
Ng Wworen cam om all parts of the 
stenographers, 
aicoweas, school teack interested in finding 
out why they came Nerth, sons Would mean about this: 
"We are simply tired of the South, and ail of i | treatment of the negro," 
Some or them expressed themselves as hoping some er to be abie to send*for 
their wither anc fathers, thus eae. _— Sena (i072 the Southlend, 
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i met scores of colored psople tho have gone Pcs the past tivo years, 
with whom I am personally accuainted, duets travel a large portion of 
the South as I do. 
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asked one of the leading officials of = Cleveland com 
thought tis vtarai somthern negro was able to adjust himself 
industrial concitions. He said that his impression was that the negro Was 
not doing so well in the big cities. "For the time being," he says, “he 
seems to. be holding his place in industry, but it looks as if he is viaying 
& losing gome, because in most instances he is having to put uw with wha 
is left, Bepetialiy is this true in the housing situation. Of course, 
there may be exceptions with vhich I am not familiar." I attended a 
women's club meeting composed of American white, foreign, an¢ colored women, 
and their rela etionship was mc Of course colored welfare worker 
Was in &.woy experimenting, I was convinced tha rapid increase of 
colored people from the South ‘naton into certain communi ities automatically 
created certain problems = the solution of which “must be worked out wita 
great deal of precaution. In so many cascs the problem of amicable rela= 
tions between the various races where colored people are specifically con- 
cerned is a foOh ter of numbers. In other words, one or two eclored people 
ma aot attract attention varticularly, yet 15 or 20 in the same eucience’ 
Agat cause some anxiety on the part of those in charge of the social af- 
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Detroit, idich. 


Detroit is the great city of refuge or industrial Mecca for the 
Southern negro. Talking with a leading negro doctor from the South, tho 
has been in Detroit about four years, I was impressed wi th the progress 
he had made since leaving the South. He hes a lucrative sctice among 
eclored ana a few foreign people. Ee is the owner of an fice building, 
in “hich he has a bank of which he is president; and he ov™us a drug store 
and an infirmary. Of course, this man did not go North te andéd, He 
wes the over of some propert by nd meens ents he left the Soi i WAS 
anxious to have him make a statement, h as his varied 


decter end business man brought him in oh ploniabetcer ct with all 
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'The preaches in most cases ar ir the best interest of the 
peop They come here, rent a t or some other empty building, 
and begin their churches. Pretty soon they bargain for some dig, 
white churcna. gorge a that is for sale, which runs up into thousands 
Gollars. Then they begin their rallies and their drives to pay for hea 
churches, taxing Ap members une cifuily. Instead of encouraging these 
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people who come here for economic betterment to invest their money in propert ty 
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and to educate their children, the. bigger the weges earned by their members, 
the bigger anc costlier the church. Meny of these preachers are missing a 
yvonderful opportunity to encourage their members to buy poeta. 


I discussed the question of the public-school sys sem in Detroit with 
some of the colored teachers. One-of them sumed: wp the sitvation in a 
statement as follows: . 7 


"Only a fev people know the real condition which we teachers ix in . 
the schools. Of course, all of the children cannot be blamed for what 
w do. But one bad apple soon spoils a barrel. ‘The teachers do ali that 
they can to remedy these concitions, but the teacher and the home must work 
together for the good of the child. So far, very little aid has been re-+ 
ceived from the home, The nercentage of colored boys and girls has increased 
greatly in Detroit schools within the last six years. Meany of these children 
are much over age for their grades. It is with these over-age children that 
we have the most trouble. Instead of focusing their attention on their les— 
sons and getting to the level where they belong, their sols ambition is to 
imitate Rudolph Valentino or some noted screen 'vamo', The girls in some 
cases are dressed to resemble sophisticated shopgirls of the worst type. The 
boy's idea of being a man consists of wearing ‘bell-bottom! trousers and 
'sheik' caps. It is shocking to seé a zroun of this type coming dom the 
street calling themseives 'sheiks!' and 'She-bas,! when to the onlooker they 
resemble ‘shreiks'! and 'screams.! It is appalling to see groups of large — 
toys holding girls, while other boys Liss them and insult them in various 
ways. nen is when we see this type at its worst. Profanity is used con- 
tinuously and constantly. Good English is exoected from this group about 
as much as one would expect to hear them soeak Greek. I cannot truthfully 
say thet the children are to blames, because they hear this sort of talk at 
home and do not know any different. These children have many desirable 
Spope” t er are dormant because’ of tad external influences. A psycho- 
Ozgical fact looms greatly before us. Jt is the power of imitation.  Imita- 
pe instinct ima little child. It becomes less powerful as 
s older, but it dees not disappear, So we are left to conclude 
hat 'S parents act, so dees he, 


ee aet custom, barbaric at that, estate amotg our colored children, 
ay 28 of weapons. I mean really | S and g, The rezor 
mon. It is used particularly by she : Some of these 
attitude of hardened criminals and are quite efficient in 

bulishee children who are not their equals physicaliy, is considered by 
Some a great honor to be thoveht of as ibad.! And these bad ones are the 
most dumb, ee are hourly affairs in the schools where there are many 
colored chiidrer Of course the white children fight, too. But we-do not 
want to be co acies'. The destruction of school and private property seems to 
be the height of some children's ambitions. They deface the desks, walls, 
and woodwork of school buildings with pins, tacks, nails, and knives. This 
is done constantly, desnite the efforts of the teachers to teach them respect 
for. the PROPEL, of others, 
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Somevhat similar conditions exist in the high schools. The colored stu- 
dents congregate in conspicuous parts of the school buildings and make 
themselves still more conspicuous by their loud talking and laughter. Let 
it be understood that the better class of children, in rost cases, are not 
guilty, although they, too, occasionally fall by the wayside and disgrace 
themselves and their parents. These conditions must be’ remedied. We 
Colored people realize that we are judged by the worst of our rece, itis 
our duty to ourselves and our race to do all we possibly can to bring 
realization of their faults to these children and. their parents. We need 
constrvctive criticism. It will do little good for us to merely admit the 
existence of such deplorable conditions. ‘hat we must do is to educate 
our people to a better standard of living and impart to them a better code 
‘of ethics," 


An effort was made to find ont something about the so-called “crime 
wave" that is now in progress in Detroit, presumably because of the great 
& : es ¥ Z 
influx of negroes. The following statement by a colored resident seems to 
& uw OS 
express the general sentiments of the colored people; 


"Race hatred rife? Criminel wave sweeping the city? Ku-Klux Klan 
demonstrations in the city hall? Much talk and discussion about crime and 
race relation throughout the whole of society? why all this whirlwind. of 
unrest in Detroit, too busy with production to think of hetred and strife, 
‘too active to stoop to pettiness? In the past, Detroit has been most 
favored in the character of its colored inhabitants. It is true that 
Detroit is a most cosmopolitan city, draving her people from every part 
of the earth, But other races than the negro race prove vety poor and 
sterile soil for the white man's seed of prejudice to be planted and spring 
up inte grovth. Other races have come to the city bringing all their 
foreign ci SU3 ions, and varying modes of living, and although 
they have come to this industrial center in large numbers, their coming 
has not been attended by ontbursts of hatred. and demonstrations in public 
places. ‘hey have been accepted ~ not alvays as a desirable element ~ but 
at least as something to be to | ) 


"Te year of 1916-17 marked a great exodus of colored people from 
the Southland, and Detroit got her share during the past year. Another 
great migration has been in progress, and Detroit again has gotten her 
share of both good and bad. Before these two pericds of migration, the 
colored man was decidedly in the background in the life of the city, be- 
cause of his minority, He was lest in the crowd. Few of his acts, whether 
good or bad, were notice r stressed, becanse ithe colored man, as & 
separate kind of person, belonging to a different race, was so seldom in 
evidence. But with the coming of large numbers of the race, ve have more 
sroup unity, more organization, egrester separation, more distinctiy negro 
achievements, and on the other hand more outstanding negro maladjustments 
and crime. We have heard great ‘arguments’ about it, yet I insist taat 
the Detroit criminal -— negro criminal situation, if you will - is not an 
abnormal situation. The abnormality lies in what Detrcit has been accustomed, 
to in the past. I repeat, Detroit in the past vas most favored in the 
character of its colored population, But with the coming of large numbers, 
Te can but expect 2 mixture of the gooc With the bad. Hence, let us face 
the thing squarely as a normal problem to be met and mastered in a healthy, 
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ormal waz. het us not fly wo in the air abovt the oes abnormal crime 
TANe , and. thus soend long hours making much ado about nothing. 


"First, by way of healing the sore from within, let us 
into a strong body, with representatives from all agencies, so 
ligious, which touch the masses of our people directly; or if there 
organisations let them function in dead earnest as never before. And i 
such orgenizations let us bring our very best. into play in intelligent, 
constructive whinking, and in planning a way of attacking and mastering 
menace of crime. Furtaer, let us do something which is very seldom done, 
tet us all support this 9 metas Seaditre and. its leaders and not pull against 
it — but remember thet in unity there is strength, And as an externai 
remedy, first let us use every possible method in show fing our white neighbor 
that the situation is not such an abnormal one; that it is something to be 
expected. And second, let us call their attertion.to the fact shat there 
is as well a positive side to the crime wave; that while negroes shoot, 

kill, and rob, they also establish ood nomes, support churches, succeed in 
the business and the professional world, and male sturdy constructive cone 
tributions to the progress ané well-being of the communi ty." 
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IStTe it 7 Leagu: Xceed active in reaching the negro 
Tais seecnie Ze ehics With heade s at New York ; 

most of the northern laree itd Ms si Phay seex to 

Negro uplift, I quote he few it bh ti 
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se Detroit 
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can grea 


carry 
the ees , Car oa sets, ox public pile Lemembe 
wrt 
HDON'Z go about the 
boudoir cans, and 
when you g0 into 


nTRy to dress neatly at all time put don't be a dude or wear flashy 
clothes. They are uadesirable and as hermful as unclean clothes, 


NTON think you can hold your ‘2 unless you are on time, industrious, 
icient, and sober, 
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in front of your house or around Belle Isle or public 
With your shoes off. Don't wear overalls on Sunday. 


“TON ? stay away from work every time some one gives @ picn 
boat ride. Stay on your =a Others do. 


"DON'T spend all your money for pleasure. Save some of it for 
extra clothing and fuel for the winter and to take care of your 
femily and yourself when sickness comes. 


"DON'T forget that cleanliness and fresh air are necessary to good 
health. Keep your Windows open. 
“Donen do your children's hair up into alleys, spe ra and knots if 


you don't want other children to make fun of them, Keep them 
cleans 


hess ber your children out of school. See that they attend the 
rest school to you. 


"DON'T fail to start a savings account with some good bank or build- 
ing and loan association. 


"DON'T throw refuse or tin cans in your back or front yards. Keep 
your surroundings as clean as possible. This makes for good 
health. 


"DON'T fool with patent medicines. In case of sickness, send for 
a good doctor, In case you have no money, go to some of the 
board of health clinics. 


"DON'T be rude and ugly to people on the streets. Be courteous and 
pebita, and thereby keep out of trouble. 


"DON'T fail to meet the teachers of your children. Keep in touch 
with them. Every hateful thing that your child says about the 
teacher is not true, 


"DON'T fail to become connected with some church ss soon as you get 
into the city. 


"DON'T make lots of unnecessary noise going to and from baseball 
games, If the parks are taken avay from you, it will be partly 
your own fault," 


the league is also making an effort, through posters, to teach the 
housekeepers to present a neat appearance in and around their homes, Com- 
plaints are being received by the police department and the street-railvay 
officials in regard to unclean clothing of colored workmen on the car lines. 
This kind of carelessness will lead to discrimination and segregation unless 
steps are taken to improve conditions,” 
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I made a visit to the main plant of the Ford Automobile Co. An ef- 
fort was made to ascertain the status of negroes employea by this company. 
Yor the past six months, the company has been making an. experiment, i.e Sa, 
= employ & colored contact man to represent the colored people to the com 

peny.- It seems that a number of welfare agencies in the city, from time to 
time have been advocating the employment of colored welfare workers on the 
official staff of a number of large industrial plants, suggesting that the 
companies allow them to supply the proposed welfare worker, but this sug 
gestion has not been received very favorably, apparently. The companies 
seem to feel that they would get better results if they took some negro em 
ployee who has worked from the ground up and who xnows the job, and whom they 
know, and gradually work him in, ‘Je found this kind of colored man being 
tried out in the Ford plants At the time of the visit, it was estimated 
that the Ford interests were vorking 10,000 negro men, In conversation with 
me, this colored contact-man said: "The general manager of this company in- 
Sists that there shall be no discrimination as to color." We saw hundreds 
of negro men working side by side vrith white men in the huge moulding shops. 
As the guide stated, "This pa rticular’.jobd recuires both brain and brawn, and 
most of the men you see here are making $6 and. S7 per day." I sav several 
colored men who received their mechanical traini nz at Tuskegee Institute, 
working as skilled end semiskilled laborers, 


One thing was noticeable in connection with proper conveniences for 
the help at the Forc plant. There seem to be no facilities for washing up 
and changing clothes after work in the various departments where the men be- 
come very dirty. Of course, a reasonably large number of them come: au tae 
in their om Ford cars, but thousands of them use the street cars 
she city, which makes it very uncomfortable for the other passe 
pointed out that the Ford interests had grovm so rapidly that t 
welfare vork has not been able ic keep pace with the other gee te ee” fea~ 
tures, and that there was also a premium on space,  BPSeIne of his “boss#% 
one man said: 


stor the world has 
omevhat as a sacred 
ngs for a rainy day," 


"Henry Ford is probably the greatest human paper ae 
ever known. These men who work here seem to take this 
uty, and thousands of them are laying aside their earn 


While talking with me, an Urban League man tho is 

the big industrial beat te i ny of the employers 
chest to work negroes : in their plant 
work foreigners because eh néeroes un ndier stand English, Lge foreigner 
does not, and because of this » the company is kept pe arge sums 
of money for a Speaking pirther about Why the negr ial go to Detroit 
in such large m S$, this worker said that it was i ra for economic 
freedom." : 
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I found a preacher (negro) +n Detroit’ linking his church with the Ford 
interests. He has orgsnized rd. Cluo" in his churcn, composed of the men 
who work at the Ford piant. 12s outlined various educational and in- 
spirational functions for them. mart have glee clubs anc orchestras, i 
attended this man's church and found him preaching a practical everyday re~ 
ei For example, he warned the “acute to be on time at their jobs, and 

he avful consequences of losing a job in the North during the winter. He 
cela: 
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"Through our welfare orgenization, we are doing all that we can to 
help the men who is down, but if there are any of you here so lazy as to 
lose your jobs because of shiftlessness, we would rather you. did not appeal 
to the church for help." 


Practically two-thirds of his congregation is from the South, 


Gary, Ind. 


I hed @ conference with a leadinz negro architect in Gary, who was 
well posted on the negro situation there. He said that the States which are 
the greatest contributors to the influx there aré Mississippi, Oklahoma, and 
Arkansas. Upon further investigation, I found this statement quite true. 
There is a newness about Gary that impresses one that it is a city with the 
distinct absence of community and social development... The majority of. our 
people there ere more or zess crude and undeveloped... . 


'g was interested in finding out to what extent so larg ge a number of 
people, engaged all their lives in agricultural pursuits, could almost over 
night, adjust themselves to an industrial environment. The land around Gary, 
with its huge sand dunes, vould be enough to make the average farmer tremble 
with fear and disappointment. But I found the people quite contented, vork- 
ing at their jobs, and contributing to the civic and social welfare of the 
community. They are building churches, and they have one or tvo hotels. 
These are excellent buildings, but poorly kept because of the type of ine 
dividual that patronizes them. They have M. C. Ao, county probation 
officer, and various other welfare agencie RP FRe Ope 


* 
al 


The architect was under the 
shovld be induced to settie on the 
Michigan, He lamented the fact oe bolt Fes peapie in the South sell their 
property, come North with rathe vas of money, and are met by and in- 
troduced to smart and friendly $0] ing thits people who seil them houses 

and lots and other property at geterich- “ae lick : prices Arter the migrants 
find themselves in “hot water," they invar ably look to members of their om 


race for assistance and advice, 
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I met a leading negro preacher of Gary, who said: "After having come 
in close contact with negroes in my church from the South, I neve come to.the 
conclusion, among other things, that the rural southern Negro neecs a new 
ministry, that is shomm considerably of emotionalism and sentiment. Evidently, 
we are not getting the very best txpe of southerm neero, judging from my 
meager experience with conditions, being born in Ohio. I believe the churches 
could do a wonderful piece of missionary vork by an exchange of pastors, 1-€e, 
let northern preachers go South. if I could in some way get a guarantee from 
the southern white people in some of the backwooCs communities in the South 
that I would not be lynched, or run out of the commune G7. I would gladly give 
my services tovard the bu ¥iding of a stronger minist7y i a Y South I have 
members of my own church who have recently come North, ibe shout pa make all 
kinds of testimonies about their religion,and yet who would not pay their 
debts; end their womenfolk work out as servants and rarely come on time. This 

condition in itself makes it very hard for vhe part of our Tace | that is try-. 
ing to live up to the standard." 
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I had a talk with a leading negro lawyer of Gary, and his story was 
indeed interesting, He was born in the Mississinpi Delta, and after he be- 
came of age, he became dissatisfied -vith his surroundings. He migrated to 

hicago and got a job at one of the big packing plants, where he worked in 
the day, and studied law at night until he saved enough money to complete 
his course. Now he is doing a splendid business in Gary. He said that the 
recent migration of the Negro is bringing about many changes, notably that 
negro doctors, lawyers, and other professional men are coming to the front 
as never before. Most of the negro businesses in this city and other north- 
ern cities are owned or controlled by southern negroes. He said that our 
strongest and most agcressive politicians are in most cases originally from 
the South, and our most successful >reachers are those who were born in the 
South and had advantages of education in the South and the North, so that 

it is necessary to mike a careful study of the whole situation in order to 
appreciate just what is going on at the present time. I had a chance to 
visit the Gary steel plant, a branch of the United States Steel Corporation. . 
Here, as in Cleveland and in Detroit, I found the company developing negro 
leadership. In their employment department they have a negro man who makes . 
the contact between the white officials and the colored employees. This man 
also serves somewhat as a recruiting officer, securing laborers for the com 
pany. I talked with some of the workers on the job. One negro man who has 
been with the company for a number of years and occupies somewhat of a 
supervisory place, said, "Negro migration has helped wonderfully. For ine 
stance, I would not have my job if it were not for it." He said further: 


"Of course, along with southern negroes have come, i+ seems to me, ale 
most as many southern whites, end I want to tell you they make it pretty hard 
for us. 4 large number of straw bosses here are from MissisSiopi and Alabama, 
On the other hand, the turnover of negro employees is too great. So many of 
them take freedom for license, and cause @ great deal of trouble,!! 


in a talk with me one of the white officials of the company said, "My 
negro help is making good. Our company is encouraging home ownership." I 
remarked that a number of us here in the South have thought all along that 
much of the demand for negro labor in the North was somevhat of a war-time 
measure, an abnormal situation, end when things came back to normal the ser-~ 
vices of the Negro in large numbers would not be needed. 


"So far as I know," said the official, "the negroes whom we have em= 
ployed here have demonstrated their ability to be trained into the kind of 
material that we need to carry on our business, and I think thet it will be 
the policy of our company to keep a comparatively large number of them on 
our pay roll at all times. My experience with the average negro with whom 
we come in contact is that he will not respect nesro leadership. In other 
words, he seems to prefer not to work under members of his om race. Of 
course, 1 judge that there must be a reason for this, but I'm not so familiar 
with that phase of negro psychology. You can feel safe in Saying that our 
company ill employ negroes in large numbers from now on. Further, it is not 
& war-time measure. We have now employed around 2,500 negro laborers." 


I went around the plant with the contact man. I use the word contact for 
want of a better term. It must be understood that the placing of these negro 
men in industry is quite new, so that the prover designation, in order not to 
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conflict with existing authority and crank, is difficult. In most cases, f 
these men have no name or rank, Of course, this is wim Det in comari- 
son with the great opportunity for building up amicable relations with the 
colored people, who are increasing in large numbers in these plants, the 
American whites, both southern and northern, and forsigners. 


Of these 2 »500 negroes, we found some working practically all over the. 
plant, except in the Laboratory. Some were running yard locomotives, . some . 
Serving as.firemen, being paid from a6 to $9 per day, according to the. work 
being performed, At this plent, unlike the Ford plant, we found built near 
each unit a washhouse, each washhouse in charge of a janitor, and each itt 
maculate, Hach employee is assigned to a locker and a wasnbowl, so that he 
is able to go to and from the plant in a respectable manner, 


Elsewhere in this report, the ee of friction between outside 
agencies and the colored contact man working for the industrial plant proper 
has been mentioned, I found practically ‘he seme conditions existing heres 
Certain agencies in Chicago have made repeated efforts to place one of their 
colored welfare workers in a supervisory capacity over colored employees in 
this plant. I found the wer taking the same stand as in other places, 
that they preferred using their ovm material directl y from. the ranks. 


.1 accommanied the colored county probation officer. into a: number of 
negro homes, if they could be called such; and I confess that no one could 
ever have made me believe that people in this civilized age would be content 
to'live in such *qualid and filthy holes. The first family. visited was living 
in @ basement, a portion of which extended under the sidewalk, The place. 
was crowded and cramped beyond description, and with small -improvised com= 
partments just large enough to contain a bed and a chair, and with no vin~ 
dows. In this place were housed 15 people. The beds were used in shif ts, 
day and nignt. The rent for this space cost $27 per month with the provi- 
Sion requesting the occupant to keep the furnace going for the heating of the 
building. I looked into ths space that went under the Sidewalk, in which a 
men was sleeping who worked at night in the plant; and fortunately for him, 
there Was a broken crack in the sidwalk through which he breathed some fresh 
air, A man was sleeping in the other room with absolutely no window, and 
his door was fastened tightly. Men, women, and children were all crowded to- 
gether. I talked with this family and found that they were from eb 
that they had been in Gary almost a year, ard that their children were sick 


2 family living in a shack. These peovie, 
and ‘had been ia the North for eight yea 

they were Living in the vilest piece 
have ever seen, ; } part of the hovse in which they lived. 
There were i mitary facilities, The head of the family was ‘ 

The probation officer areaneed.AAge day to | 

pital,end the wife and children to a home — 
te the esti tutes Tt £8°4 eresting to note that even Soe our people may 
be far down the scale of. they seek to belong to something. It appears 
this family were members U.] Beans) or the Universal Negro Improvement 
Association. One of en hac. the cistinction of being naméd Marcus 
Andrew Henry Garvey Davis. al 
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33 I attended e meeting of the probation officers for the county in 
which Gary is located. The question of control of negro delinquents. came 
vp. It wes evident from the discussions that some difficulty was experienced 
in getting southern negro parents to assist the officers in keeping their : 
children in school, due to the fact that in the South the compulsory school 
lav rarely ever applies to negroes. But I could not help being impressed 
with the patience and sympathy shown by these white probation officers, and 
an equal amount of cooperation seemed +5 be in existence with the white 
teachers. ‘he colcred. probation officer who accompanied me seems to be 
vonderfully adapted to the position which she holds, and being of southern 
birth, having a broad experience, she yields a peculiar influence over the 
people. 


To discuss the housing situation furthers; Room seems to be ait & great 
premium in Gary. We visited a family of five, man and wife and tio daughters 
(twins) about 14 or 15 years old, and one son., possibly 13. They were liv- 
ing in a railway freight car, which had been pillowed up and made stationary: 
alongside the railroads The probation officer was sent there on a mission 
caused. by a report from the school-teacher where the girls attended school. 
It was. easy to understand how difficult the teacher's task was to keep these 
young misses straight, after looking into this place where they ate and slept. 
There was absolutely no partition inside the box car. The beds were placed 
Side by side somewhat in the same fashion as they are in any army barrackse 
Cooking end eating were done in the same compartment. I talked with the _ 
head of this family, and he did not seem to be at all worried about the mise 
conduct of his daughter as reported et school. : | re ; 


; Everybody who goes te Gary feels that the visit is incomplete unless 
the famous Gary school system is studied. It was my privilege to visit . 
Several of the city schools. In talking with a white principal of one of the 
large schools about the negro situation, I asked him if the negro citizens 
objected to separate schools. We ssid 


“ 
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"Many of them do because, as I understand it, they are afraid they will 
be looked down upon as inferior, and that they will not get a fair division 
d 


i; 
ox public funds. We tried separate classes of negro children with negro tea= 
chers, but it proved to be a failure. Aftér making this change, we then 
parceled them out into classes with the white children according to their 
grades 

5 » 


"My greatest problem is the matter of social functions. I can vell 
convrol the students and teachers in their classes and on the playgrounds 
aud in all other regular affairs, but when we have our public affairs, and 
entertainments,so many of the white parents refuse to affiliate, and rather 
than allow their children to take part with negro children in certain public 
functions at the school building, they will have their entertainments at 
the public parks or at their homes. On the other hand, the colored students. 
realize that they are missing something by not having these pudlic exercises, 
so the only thing I have been able/do was to appeal to a few strong negr 
students in the classes, and they have agreed to have separate gatherings so 
as to get the benefit of the training." 
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Every graduating class in the high school contains a fair proportion 
of negro boys and girls, and the records show that they go through the 
various colleges with honors. I was interested in visiting two other schools. 
in Gary that have all colored teachers. I talked with the colored teachers , 
and some of them expressed themselves for and against separate schools, There 
seems to arise here the same ill feeling that I found in Cincinnati = the 
question of not allowing negro boys and girls to take their swimming lessons 
with white boys and girls respectively. They may use the pools, I understand, 
but at different times, In conversation with a teacher in ree Gary system I 
found a condition similar to that in Akron. I was told of a negro boy, who 
when reprimanded for his misconduct, dared the teecher to put b vores hands on 
him, with the statement that a white man better not hit him, f teacher 
sent for the boy's mother, She came and told the teacher tha he put 

his hands on her sons, she would blow his brains out. The me was closed 
by transferring the boy to e& school where there vere all colored teachers 

and students, A colored resident summed up the question of the overbearing 
attitude exhibited by some of the southern negroes as follows: . 


"The Negro from the South, for many years has been schooled into hating 
the “gouthern white man, and when he comes North he is not avick to understand 
that there is a difference. In other words, to many of them all white people 
look alike, i.e., bad," ys 


The question of segregation seems to be a live subject around Gary. 
I talked with a number of colored citizens of that section, but they do not 
seem to lmov what they want, and everybody seems to have a different opinion. 
It is noticeabie that the influx of negroes from the South has a tendency 
to curtail some of the privileges accorded colored people, Ina subarh:, I 
noticed the following sign in a white drug store, "We cater to whites only." 
I understand that such signs as these have only recently come into existence, 
put are becoming more pene” as time goes on. 


I felt quite at home in Gary, because I saw larze numbers of country 
people there whom I had met in my travels through the States of Georgia, 
Alabama, and Mississippi, These people have gone North in the past tvo or 
three years, I also saw a number of colored teachers from the South, vho 
have worked their way into the Gary school systein. 


Miivanikee, Wis. 


. e {cclored) had moved into that 
section from Gary and hye in industrial pleas there. 
The negro pooulation of Milvaukes st} to be around 6,006, an in- 
crease of about 4,000 since 1916. T moa ‘fhode employment in gti mills, 
foundries, and packing houses, The health conditions there are rapidly im- 
proviug, as will be shown by the following statement of births and deaths 
per thousand enpurs ts On: 


In Milwaukee, I found 
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